INTERNATIONAL SPACE HALL OF FAME
TO BE BUILT IN ALAMOGORDO
CHARLES E. NOLAN • .JR. &

ASSOCIATES. ARCHITECTS

OB.JECTIVES

1. To give the State of New Mexico a prestigious national and international tourist attraction feat uring the most heroic deeds and personalities of the twenti eth century.
2. To provide educational displays from the historic and biographical
viewpoints, with documentary movies, pageant s reenac ting space launches,
and dynamic simulators for aud ience participation in sights, sounds and
feelings of the space experience.
3. To enhance educa tional programs and opportunities of universities in New Mexico in Space Sciences.
4. To provide collections of space artifacts, library materials, a
planetarium, observatory, and work bench space communications station for public and university education and research .
From its outset, the concept of
an International Space Hall of
Fame has drawn the endorsement
and support of the International
Acad emy of Astronautics, which
provides a committee to select
candida tes for nomination , the
Smithsonian Institute which has
custody of all U. S. space artifacts,
the National Aeronauti cs and
Space Administration, New Mexico
State University and local United
Stat es Air Force and Army installations. Th e spontaneous origin of
the concept in Alamogordo, New
Mexico, and the fortuitous choice
of this most favorable location for
the International Space Hall of
Fam e was not a local initiative
based on parochial self int erest.
The immediate concurrence of
dozens of other New Mexico communities through resolutions passed by th eir Chambers of Commerce gave their endors ement to
this project as a contribution to
statewide development.
Th e unique achiev ements of
space exploration are the most
spectacular and best documented
events of human history. Thes e
proudest moments of mankind deserve displaying and retelling for
the inspiration of present and future generations of the whole
world.
Th e State of New Mexico, birthplace of nuclear energy and cradle
of the space age, is historically
privileged to be the International
shrine of the heroes and great
/

deeds in the conquest of space.
In this frame of references, support of the whole state of New
Mexico is sought to realize this
project now, while we still have
the initiative.
DESCRIPTION

The International Space Hall of
Fame will consist of buildings, access avenues and parking facilities; propos ed location on 45 acres
of public land southeast of New
Mexico State University, Alamogordo Branch, in Alamogordo,
New Mexico. The proposed location is accessible to Interstate
Highways 54, 70 and 82, and the
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Southern Pacific Railway, all less
than 3 miles distant. Th e land is
cleared and ready for grading and
construction. Drainage and utilities are in easy access.
Buildings will include the Spac e
Hall of Fam e, the Plan etarium, Exhibits Hall , Auditorium and offices, Amphitheater, parking and outside displays . Drawings, plans and
specification descriptions' are included in oth er sections.
IN T ER IM
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operation of th e Internatio nal
Space Hall of Fame have evolved
from discussions by memb ers of
the initial Alamogordo Chamber
of Commerce committee and additionally the memb ers of the Governor's Interim International Space
Hall of Fame Commi ssion. Th ese
are pres ent ed as guidelines for use
by the permanent Commission
who will certainly be interested in
the initial concepts as found ations
for developm ent of final operating
policy. Use of the facility and public acceptance will further evolve
policy in years ahead.
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HALL OF FAME will be th e
focal element of th e site with no
admission cost to visitors of this
portion of the complex. All honorees will be selected by the Internation al Academy of Astronautics. Op eratio ns costs during initial years may requ ire some nominal cha rge.
STAT IC DISP L AYS will constitute approximately 80 percent of
initia l displays and will consist
of many types of displays. These
will inclu de moon rocks, satellites, rocke ts, space apparel, experiments, moon vehicles , historical artifacts, sun and moon photos ,
and scientific exhibits relat ed 'to
spac e. Th ese will be displayed for
viewing only by the visiting public with only rockets and larg e vehicles for touching.
PARTICIPATION DISPLAYS
will provide the remaining 20 percent of initial displays and will be
designed for safe touching and operation by the public. Simple participation displays will include
types of displays which demonstrate principles of physics and
other scientific disciplines. Triggering of small rocket motors, reaction chains , gyroscopes, electronic games, laser holograms, optical
reversals, and relat ed types of particip ation exhibits will be included, with all parti cipation exhibits
designed for safety and interest.
A UDITORI UM use will be as a
major multipurpose facility for
large groups. It will also function
to serve as a multiple th eat er for
viewing of several spa ce films simult aneously by several groups of
visitors. A conven tion of international aerosp ace scientists could also use th e auditorium for its major symposias. New Mexico Stat e
University will also use the auditoriu m for drama and student
gatherings. Scheduling will be
through the Exec utive Director of
the Intern ational Space Hall of
Fame.
AMPHITHEATER use will be to
explain to large groups the major
elements and operation of our larg-

A CONGRESSIONAL
REPORT FROM AlA
H EAD[J UARTERS
FROM NICOLE G A R A ,
DIRECTOR Al A C O N G R E S SIONAL LIAISON

Despite the pressures of Watergat e, several major legislative accompli shm ent s have occurred thu s
far in the second session of the
93rd Congress .
Both houses have passed pension reform legislation, and a
Hou se-Senat e conference committee will soon meet to resolve the
diff erences betw een the two bills.
Basicall y, the bills attempt to provide fed eral standards for private
pension plans and to improve eligibility, vesting, and portab ility
provisions. Th e Keogh plan allowabl e dedu ctions will be increase d
to a new 15% limit ( but not more
than $7500 per year ). Th e pr esent
limit is $2500. Of special interest
to architects is a techni cal amendment granting tax qu alification of
mult i-empl oyer pension plans for
architec ts and engineers. Th e AlA
and several enginee ring societies
worked diligently to assure inclu sion of this pro vision in the legislation. ( A survey of the AlA membership is currently being conduct(Continued from page 10 )

est space rocket. It will also be for
pr esent ation of outdoor pageants
for presentation to visitors on a
scheduled basis during the favorabl e yearly seasons for outdoor
events.
PLA NETARIUM use will be to
pro vide a complement to the solar
observatory at Sac Peak in the adjacent Sacram ento Mountains. Stu dent use by all southern New Mexico and West Texas schools and
univ ersities will be a major portion of the use. A major future potential will be use in astronomy
and space navigation training of
astronauts. Th e gen eral public will
also be abl e to develop a bett er
understanding of space accomplishments and opportunities.

ed to determin e memb er int erest in
an AlA pension plan . )
Th e Senate managed to cut off a
filibuster and pass a campaign finan cing reform bill just prior to
the recess. Th e legislation provides
for the use of tax fund s in financing general and primary campai gns for fed eral offices. It puts
a ceiling on campaign contributions, limits the total expenditures
of presidential and congressional
candida tes, and establishes an independent b i par ti s a n Fed eral
Election s Commi ssion empowered
to prosecut e violations. At its meeting on March 20, the AlA Board
of Dir ectors adopted a resoluti on
favoring campaign financing reform, which enabled us to lend our
support to the Senate measur e.
Th e Senate on March 11 passed
a bill ( S. 3066 ) to authorize $10.4
billion over two yea rs for housing
and community developm ent programs. Th e Senate rejected the nostrings approach of the Better
Communities Act , the Administration 's proposed revenu e - sharing
for community developm ent , and
instead pla ced several restrictions
on use of the money. This omnibus
bill consolida tes several existing
community development cat egorical grant pro grams, such as mode l
cities, urban renewal , and water
and sewer construction grants, into one block grant program. $6.1
billion is reserved for community
developm ent.
Th e legislation would also restor e funding for several subsidized housing programs ( formerly
Sec. 235 and 236 housing assistan ce ) suspen de d by the Administration in Janu ary 1973. Th ere are
new "reform s" included to guard
against abuses of the typ e cited by
the Admin istration in closing down
the housing programs last year.
Three hundred millions dollars is
authorized over 10 years for an experim ent al program to provide
cash allowances to the poor for
housing.
Th e Hou se Subcommittee on
Housing is just completing its
markup of an omnibus hou sing and
community developm ent bill , and
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is hoping to have the bill passe d
by the House before the summer.
A House-Senat e conference will be
necessary to resolve any differences between the two bills. I-IUD
Secretary James T. Lynn has said
he will recommend a presidential
veto if the final conference version resembl es the Senate-passed
bill.
Th e land use bill suffered a surprise attack by the Hous e Rules
Committee in lat e February, catching its sponsors and supporters offguard. After three years of consideration, the House Interior
Committee finally approved a land
use planning bill (H. R. 10294,
sponsored by Rep. Morris Uda ll,
D-Ari z. ), similar to the one which
pa ssed the Senate last June. It
would pro vide $800 million over
the next eight years for states to
develop comprehensive plans for
regul atin g the use of land, particularly for projects such as power
plants and airports with significant environmental and regional
impact. Proponents of the measure, which include the AlA believe the measur e will pro~ote
ord erly growth and development
without imposing fed era l controls,
but opponents fear it will infringe
on private pro perty rights and lead
to takeover of local zoning decisions. Int ensive efforts have been
mad e to have the Rules Committee
reconsider its decision (which prevent ed the bill from proceeding to
the floor for a vote by the full
Hou se ). As a result, the Interior
Committee will hold two add itional da ys of hearings, April 23 an d
25, to hear those opposed to the
bill. Continued pressure on the
Rules Comm ittee would help convince them to reconsider, and we
urg e you to writ e your Congressman on this matter.
Th e Rules Committee held up
the metric conversion bill ( H . R.
11035) for several weeks, only
agr eeing to allow the bill to proceed to the floor of the House
aft er Rep. Spark Matsunaga ( DHawaii ) indicated tha t he woul d
off e r several labor - supporte d
Continued on page 25 - -
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